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How is a manufactured home different from
a site-built home?
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A manufactured home is constructed entirely in a controlled factory environment, built to the federal
Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards, better known as the HUD Code. A site-built
home is built “on-site” using traditional building techniques that meet either a local or state building
code. Starting in 1976, the HUD Code established a stringent series of construction and safety
standards that ensure that today’s manufactured homes are superior to “mobile homes,” the term
used for factory-built homes produced prior to the HUD Code.

Since then, manufactured homes are dramatically different in appearance and quality those built
before 1976. Manufactured homes, like site-built homes, are now available in a variety of designs,
floor plans and amenities. Today, they are often indistinguishable from site-built homes and are fully
compatible with neighborhood architectural styles.
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